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BBC News Reports:
Women's desks 'harbour more bugs'
Women's workstations tend to harbour far more germs 
than those of their male colleagues, research suggests.

A University of Arizona team found the average office 
desktop harbours 400 times more bacteria than the average 
office toilet seat. However, they also found that on average 
women have three to four times the amount of germs in, on 
and around their work area. But men's wallets provided the 
most fertile bug breeding ground of all.

“It is not whether bacteria are present, or how many 
there are, but what type they are”
Professor Sally Bloomfield
International Scientific Forum on Home Hygiene

The researchers said women's habit of keeping snacks in 
their drawers could explain why their desks were more 
germ-ridden. They also warned that make-up and lotions 
helped to transfer bacteria.

Computer Cleaning
Today, with health and safety
high on the agenda, computer 
cleaning is still in great demand 
and with hot desking being a 
feature of many offices, 
sanitisation of keyboards and 
telephones is essential in order 
to reduce the risk of cross 
contamination. Regular 
preventative maintenance is also 
essential.  It can not only extend 
the life of equipment, but can 
also help prevent equipment 
failure.

Technical Room Cleaning
A technical room is an area of 
any size that contains technical 
or computer equipment.Ê 
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SAFETY DATA SHEET
SUBSTANCE: STAINLESS STEEL CLEANER

1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE SUBSTANCE/PREPARATION
PRODUCT NAME: STAINLESS STEEL CLEANER

2. GENERAL COMPOSITION

Name EC No. Content Classification

ISOPARAFFINIC HYDROCARBONS 292-459-0 10-30% Xn;R65,R10,R53,R66

The full text for all R-Phrases are displayed in Section 16.

3. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION
Not regarded as a health or environmental hazard under current legislation.

4. FIRST AID MEASURES
Ingestion: Do not induce vomiting. Rinse mouth thoroughly. Drink plenty of water. Get 

medical attention.

Skin Contact: Rinse with water. Get medical attention if any discomfort continues.

Eye Contact: Promptly wash eyes with plenty of water while lifting the eye lids. Get medical
attention if any discomfort continues. 

5. FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES
Extinguishing Media: This product is not flammable. Use fire-extinguishing media appropriate for 

surrounding materials.

6. ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES
Environmental Any spillage needs to be contained and not allowed to enter water courses.
Precautions: 

Spillage: Stop leak if possible without risk. Absorb in vermiculite dry sand or earth and 
place into containers. Flush with plenty of water to clean spillage area. 
Do not contaminate water sources or sewer. 

7. HANDLING AND STORAGE
Handling: Eye protection should be considered where there is a risk of splashing. 

Rubber gloves and barrier cream are recommended when using any chemical.

Storage: Store in tightly closed original container in a dry, cool and well-ventilated place.
Keep in original container. 
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8. EXPOSURE CONTROLS/PERSONAL PROTECTION
Personal Protective Equipment

Respiratory Equipment: Not required.

Hand Protection: Gloves.

Eye Protection: Not required.

Other: Not required.

9. PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES
Appearance: Viscous opaque liquid.

Colour: White.

Odour: Mild (of faint) solvent.

Boiling Point (°C): 100

Density/specific gravity 0.918-0.928
(g/ml):

pH-value Diluted 6.0
Solution:

10. STABILITY AND REACTIVITY
Stability: Stable under normal temperature conditions. 

Conditions to Avoid: Avoid excessive heat for prolonged periods of time.

Hazardous Composition Not known.
Products:

11. TOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION
Ingestion: Liquid irritates mucous membranes and may cause abdominal pain if

swallowed, diarrhoea, nausea and vomiting.

Skin Contact: Prolonged contact may cause dryness of the skin. 

Eye Contact: Irritation is likely.

12. ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION
Ecotoxicity: Not classed as hazardous to the environment, but release to the environment 

should be avoided.

13. DISPOSAL CONSIDERATIONS
Disposal Methods: Dispose of waste and residues in accordance with local authority requirements.
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14. TRANSPORT INFORMATION

Road Transport Notes: Not classified.

Rail Transport Notes: Not classified.

Sea Transport Notes: Not classified.

Air Transport Notes: Not classified.

15. REGULATORY INFORMATION
Risk Phrases: NC Not classified.

Safety Phrases: P13 Safety data sheet available for professional user on request. S2 Keep out 
of the reach of children.

Statutory Instruments: Chemicals (hazard information and packaging) regulations. 

Approved Code of Classification and labelling of substances and preparations dangerous for
Practice: supply.

Guidance Notes: Workplace exposure limits EH40. Introduction to local exhaust ventilation 
HS(G)37. CHIP for everyone HSG(108).

16. OTHER INFORMATION
User Notes: The following risk phrases relate to the raw materials in the product and not 

the product itself.

Revision Date: 03/02/2006

REV.NO./REPL.SDS 4
Generated:

R-phrases (full text): R10 Flammable. R53 May cause long term adverse effects in the aquatic 
environment. R66 Repeated exposure may cause skin dryness or cracking. 
R65 Harmful: may cause lung damage if swallowed.

DISCLAIMER
This Safety Data Sheet is based on current knowledge and relates only to the specific material designated
and may not be valid for such material used in combination with any other materials or in any process. Such
information is, to the best of our knowledge and belief, accurate and reliable as of the date indicated.
However, no representation, warranty or guarantee is made as to its accuracy, reliability, or completeness. It
is the user's responsibility to satisfy himself as to the suitability of such information for his own particular use.


